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WASHINGTON CITY.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2. 1850.

First Meeting of Congress in theNew Ere.

Congress meets again to-day under the forms
of the Constitution: but tho Government has

undergone a fundamental change. It is no

longer Federative.it is an elective despotism.
The will of the majority, as represented in the
Senate and House of Representatives, is absolute.A great revolution is accomplished, and
the Constitution of 1789 survives only in form.
Of course such an event cosld not happen

without a deep sensation. Accordingly, in both
sections of the Union, whose condition is af.
feeted by this change, disquietude and discontentpervade the public mind, exceeding any previousperiod of our history.

In two of the Southern States, South Carolinaand Mississippi, w hose Legislatures are in
session, the revolution is recognized and denounced,and measures for averting its consequencesdiscussed.

In Georgia* a popular vote has just been
taken, which, although it has given a large majorityfor submission, has, perhaps, given none

for approbation; whilst a considerable minority
of the people, who but one year ago were unanimousin their support of the Federal Government,now declare it to be their enemy.

Iu Florida, an election for Congress has recentlybeen held, in which a candidate who denouncedthe lute measures of Congress as worthyof resistance, was, defeated by a bare majorityof a few hundred votes in the whole State.
In Texus, we behold a State laboring under

financial embarrussmont, and threatened with the
sword of Fedcrul power for asserting her terri-
toriul rights, finally induced by tiie fear of power,
and the oiler of an enormous sum of money, to
surrender a vast claim to territory, and to abandonthe cause of her sister Stutes of the South.

In Alamaba a multitude of public meetings
have been held, to declare the hostility of the
people to the late acts of Federal legislation.
And in all the other Southern States, with two
or three exceptions, the people nre earnestly
canvassing the policy of noa-intercourse with
the North, retaliation for past aggressions, to preventfuture ones and to prepare for the contingencyof a tinal separation, which the people of
the South are compelled to contemplate. The
most submissive to Federal authority of the

people of the South, talk of submitting to no

more aggression, and even specify the repeal of
the Fugitive slave law, us an event at once so

O '

probable and so offensive, as to require them to

give a protest in advunce against it.
These are the results in the South of the recentchange in the character of the Government
In the North, the state of affairs is equally

striking and siguificant. The majority flushed
with victory, and spurning the authority of a law
themselves can repeal, hnve successfully resisted
one of the late measures of Congress,.the
only one that did not operate exclusively in their
favor. And throughout almost the entire fifteen
Northern States that law is a nullity.

In the progress of events which has thus far
gone.we nave neara mucn 01 ine sancuiy 01

the law. When Texas attempted to establish a

civil jurisdiction over the territory she claimed,
she was apprised that the Federal army would
be marched to oppose her, and troops actually
were sent off to Santa Fe. Yet at the very
time when a mere assertion of jurisdiction was

attempted by Texas, and thus resisted without
authority of law, some hundred thousand people
of the North and of foreign nations, were trespassingon the public lands of California, and
were committing waste to the amount of fifty
millions of dollars annually, contrary to law, and
no attempt was made to prevent them, although
the Jaw expressly required their removal and
punishment. On the contrary, they were still
further indulged, in assuming sovereign powers,
in establishing a government not for themselves
merely, but to exclude the institutions of fifteen
States, and this not in the territory thus occupiedonly, but overall the sea coast of California
.and finally, they were admitted into the Union,
through a breach in the Constitution, and of
rirvkt inctS<>o nnH annn1it\r
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I The federative system, which our fathers esItnblished in 1787, was regarded by them with
H much solicitude and apprehension. They were

I afraid that it would be incompatible with the
H rights of the States and the liberty of the citi

zens. Its own champions defended it against
I this objection, by insisting that jt left a prepon

derancc of practical power with the States, and
was more liable to fall by their powei than to
sacrifice them to its own. But our Federal sys
tern had a guarantee fur its preservation in Af
rioan slavery, whose political value was not then
understood, but has since on severul occasions
been developed in the most effective and salu
tary manner.

In African slavery there was a vast property
devoted to agriculture, and to the production of
exports. It was hmcc from the structure and
function of the Federal system, incapable of
receiving much favor from Government, and
therefore, had no iuterest in enlarging its power.
But it was peculiarly exposed to its burthens,
nnd therefore, v. as interested in restricting its
power. And experience has amply shown that,
but for the influence of the slaveholding States
the federative features of the General GovernHment would have been obliteiated long ago, and
the system would have iuiraediatelybecome, as

it has at length done, a consolidation.
H The meeting of the greatest tribe of the white

^B race, the Anglo-Norman-Saxon, with the black

^B race, the two people highest and lowest in the

^B scale of morality and civilization.a meeting in

^B (mother and newly discovered hemisphere.was
^B one of the most mysterious and pregnant events

^B of destiny. There are in the moral and physical
^B world frequent manifestations of the principle
^B of dualism in the production of the most impor-
Iiani results. inc greatest resmis proceeu iruin

combining opposite elements. And there never

has been such progress made in wealth, in population,incivilization,and yet,in liberty and morality,
as by these two races respectively, since they met
and assumed the relation they now hold. To the
raco thus situated, lias hepu allotted the productionof the most important elements of modern
commerce and manufactures. They huve subjecteda larger part of the wilderness to cultivation,than any ether people in the same period.
they have grown more rapidly in wealth and attainedto greater wealth.and tbey have exercisedmore influence in achieving the independenceand in constructing and preserving th<
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political institutions of this country, than their
more numerous neighbors. The Southern colonieswere founded rather more by the lauded
gentry of England, than the Northern, and at a

time vrhen feudalism was still in force. Africanslavery was a substitute for feudalism,
rendering it more pacific, and preserving much
of its virtues. And the settlement in Virginia
of several of the severer sects of christians, in
South Carolina of the Huguenots, in Georgia of
the Moravians, tended to reform the rather loose
morality of the Cavaliers of that day. The
Southern colonies had, therefore, the advantage
in addition to the diversity of white and black,
of a greater variety'of the more wholesome elementsof the white race, than the Northern.
And so it was that not only the establishment,
but the safety of the federative system, have
been owing to the individual character, the social
system, and the vast slave property of the South.
And the federative system is now associated in
destiny with the sagacity, the energy, the fortitudeof the white race of the South, and its fifteenhundred millions of property in slaves.
" While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand,
When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall."

And hence, we see the assault on slavery and
on the rights of the States identical and coeval,
and proceeding from a section whose hostility to
State rights, was even anterior to its enmity to
slavery.
Now, whence the Southern backwardness in

meeting this assault ? When it was first threatened,it was met nowhere more promptly, more

unanimously, more decidedly, than in Georgia.
Both parties united.and made the issue upon
the admission of California.and made it very
properly. That was and is the issue. Wns
there any fatality at Milledgeville that brought
about a sudden attempt of almost a whole Le
gislature to misrepresent their constituents ?
Or have the people of Georgia, in the recent
election, been seized with a sudden panic, and
run off in a perfect stampede from their own

previous convictions ? It could not have been intendedto go to the trouble and expense of a

Convention to ratify the admission of California.oreven to say on such an occasion that no

further aggression would be submitted to. Certainlyno such nnti-uliuinx as that was contemplated.
And then as to Virginia. There are her resolutionsyear after year solemnly made and re
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curucu. ?v «o it ever urcuiucu mat inter an

these, she was to be brought on the Federal
boards, to enact the laughable nfterpicce of declaringtl at she would quietly acquiesce in the
loss of territory, of power, of equality, of
safety, to secure the restitution of a few runawaynegroes? Is she to submit to plunder, to
insult and defiance, with no better excuse than
quibble and equivoque ?

If these things should happen, then the institutionsand character of the South are blasted,
and will soon totter to their fall. The great fabric

has uot been overthrown by convulsion,
nor worn oui by age, nor borne down in battle ;
but has withered even before the frosts of autumn,by the first wind from the North in Septemberlast.
We don't believe that the vitality of a great

people can so suddenly give out. The apathy
of ease, the indolence of wealth, the sorcery of
party, have lulled the South. Her voice.
" Is the voice of a sluggard, 1 hear her complain.
You have waked me too soon, 1 must slumber

again."
But we tell her in the language of one of her
own arch enemies, that " a voice has spoken in
the car of thi9 mighty nation, saying :

Sleep no more."
Congress " has murdered sleep."

It is stated that a Federal Grand Jury
in New Orleans has indicted Governor Quitman,of Mississippi, for aiding the late expedi-
tion against Cuba.rand that ho can be arrested
by a United States Marshal, and taken from the

gubernatorial chair of Mississippi, as a prisoner,
to New Orleans, to be tried. It would cap (he
climax of Federal justice and Southern equality,
for one Marshal of the United States to arrest

the Chief Magistrate of a Southern State at its
seat of government, when another Federal Marshalhad found it impracticable to arrest a runawaynegro at the seat of government of Massachusetts.What, a glorious Union, to think of
executing its process on white Governors, whilst
defied by black fugitives.

23F" The editor of the Union bilks of the
formation of a new party to preserve the Union,
but is perplexed for a name. He prefers the titleof " Union and State Rights Society," but is
not sure that " Non-intervention Society" would
not be better. As the object of such a party is
to uphold the late measures of Congress.measureswhich destroy tho Federative character of
the Government, which is essential to the Union
as it was, and convert it into an elective empire
.we propose that the new party be called " The
Empire Club."

JrfF" Tho Washington Union thinks wo take
comfort in the defeat of the resistance party, in
Georgia, because it will promote dissolution..
If wo were in favor of dissolution, wo should
take comfort, not only in the triumph of submissionin Georgia, hut in the passage of the
Compromise bills.since the adoption of those
measures, and the hearty submission to them in
Georgia and other Southern States, will encouragethe North to make such further and outrageousaggression as even Southern submission
cannot stand.although it can stand almost any
thing.
Governor Shelby, of Kentucky, onco said

that the people will stand a bad Goverment, but
when it becomes d.d bad, they won't stand it.
The Governor was of the last generation. He
did not know that our country was so progressive,that the worse {.he Government became,
the better some people would like it.

More Indian Depredations in Texas..The
Indians, it appears, have lately been committing
depredations in tho vicinity of Fredericksburg.
The San Antonio Ledger of the 7th iust., says:

u A German girl was shot through the arm by
an arrow, which inflicted a severe but not fatal
wound. A German who had been engaged in
bringing hay the military post, had his horses
stolen from his encampment, i\nd one of his oxen
killed by an arrow. Some seven or eight horses
had also been stolen from a party of Caddoes
encamped in the neighborhood. They took the
».«:i -.,i it thAnr,>nv:n.L
ii an aim luiiwnou >« iu »uv »f uvvi t iii»gv aui n

ing around, they availed themselves of an opportunityto steal horses to the number they had
lost, and a few others in addition, to indemnify
themselves for their trouble. Our informant
says that the Caddoes informed him that the
Comanches are extremely deairona to fight, and
that the Wacos are even more hostile than the

» Comanches.

Message of the Governor of Mississippi
We give below severe) extracts from the messageof Governor Quitman: The document

is remarkable for its ability, manliness, and
moderation. We are happy to see, that in a

period of so much infatuation and imbecility in
the South, the State of Mississippi, and the Gov-1
ernor of Mississippi aa well as of South Caro-Jlino, liave the courage and sagacity to understandand to maintain the true position of the
South. We hope they will act in concert..
Tho course of Virginia and Kentucky once'
saved the Union and the South. May we not
hope that South Carolina and Mississippi will
now perforin a service equally great/

Since writing the above, we have received a

complete copy of Governor Quitman's message,
which is one of the most clear, cogent, and masterlyproductions we have yet read on the questionsof the day. We will give it entire tomorrow.
The legislature assembled on the 19th ult.

The Honorable John J. Guios (anti-compromise
Whig) was elected President of the Senate..
The Hon. John McRae (anti-compromise Democrat)took the chair as speaker. Seventy membersanswered to their names. At 12 o'clock
M. Governor Quitman, sent in his message..
He thus alludes to the fearful progress of the
anti-slavery element:
"This hostility to slavery has now become the

all-absorbing, all controlling element of politicalaction and parly movement, both in Congress and
throughout the Northern Statea. Political partiesunite, separate, and are modified with reference to
it. Political platformaare built upon it. It ia the
main question in the selection of candidates for all
offices. It is the active element of religious, benevolent,charitable, and even literary associations,and the spice which seasons private society.The Constitution of the United States, the rightsof the States, the gravest questions of public policy,all are construed and determined with referenceto this question of domestic slavery and the
Congress of the United Stales, whose powers are
limited mainly to the regulation of national and
external objects are now found devoting nearlyall their time to subjects of a domestic nature, over
whith it was never intended that they should exercisejurisdiction."
He next points out briefly, but clearly, the injusticedone to the South by the recent legislationof Congress, and shows that even the strong

barriers of tbe Constitution have fallen, one by
one, before the march of Northern encroachment
^nd fanaticism. In the following eloquent passageshe shows that the South has nothing to
hope from the futuro.
" The limits of a message do not permit me to

detail other measures which have justly caused
alarm and vehement 111 the Southi for, however,
some of our own people may, from anxiety to allayexcitement, seek to excuse these measures,
there are few whose breasts are not filled with u
dread of the dangers which from these quarters
lower in the horizon of the future. In my opinionit would be weak, timid, and disastrous policy to
shut our eyes to these dangers.it is the part of
wisdom to meet th'em. Let us then survey our

position and that of our opponents.
There is nothing to encourage the hope that

there will be any respite from aggression. Never
has hostility to slavery been more distinctly
marked or more openly asserted. Shudes of differencein opinion may distinguish Northern
statesmen, but all unite in stern opposition to the
extension of slavery, and in declarations of their
fixed determination to confine it to its present
limits, and forever to close the public territory
against us.
The North has just triumphed in every claim

she has asserted; and yet at this moment of our
humiliation, their people, less patient than we,ure
in a blaze of excitement at every attempt to executethe bill to secure the return of fugitive slaves.
This plain compliance with one of the clearest injunctionsof the Constitution is not only disregarded,but conventions of both political parlies,
formal meetings of the people, and deliberate addressesof distinguished men openly take ground,
that being against the public sentiment of the peopleof the North, it should not be executed; and
persons of all classes, with a pliancy of conscience
which characterizes abolition philosophy, udapt
their moral code and their constitutional duties, to
their prejudices and their interests.
Such, then, is the triumphant attitude of antislavery.It now controls the entire Government.

No questions arise in which it does not intermingle.And wherever it exhibits itself, it controls
all other subjects. Every great interest in this
Government is now directed and managed by it..
It Imn broken find sundered the stroncr ties wliii-h
bound together the religious denomination North
and South. It has even now severed the bonds
which for sixty years have united parlies, and in
the place, it has sown the seeds or hostility and
hatred. It now stands the stern, unyielding despot,consigning to the bed of Procrustes every objectwhose fitness is questioned.

Gov. Quitman then declares that, as things
now exist and are now going on, the institution
of slavery must perish.
"What is to be the fate of the institution of domesticslavery under such government5 this great

interest, with which the civilization and refinementof man on earth is connected.upon which
so much of the trade and commerce between Europeand America depends.which employs the
labor of millions, and distributes the comforts of
civilization to so many families.this great social
interest upon which are founded the prosperity,
the happiness, and the very existence of the peoEleof fourteen States of this Union ? What is to
e the fate of this institution ? If left to the tender

mercies of the Federal Government, its fate is
doomed. With the prejudices of the age against
it, it requires for its kind developement a fosteringGovernment over it. It could scarcely subsistwithout such protection. How then can it exist,much less flourish and prosper under a governmenthostile to it? A government organized
upon principles of hostility and opposition to the
institution? Is it proper? is it philosophic? Is
it not absurd, to entrust the prosperity, the protection,and even the existence of n great and delicateinterest to a political power having its origin
in and drawing its vigor from the very element of
hostility to this interest ?
To state the proposition clearly ; The Governmentof the United States is novv hostile to slavery.It will hereafter be selected with reference to

its hostility to this interest, and its activity in the
use of doing injury. If this great and vital interestthen, remains subject to the government and
control of its enemy, it must perish f Sooner or later,I repeat, it must perish. '

The Governor thou states that in view of the
dangers inai menace ine ftiate, its sovereignty,
constitutional rights ami institutions, he felt
called on to convene the legislature,and then
proceeds to say :

"To devise and carry into effect the best means
of redress for the past, and to obtain certain securityfor the future, 1 recommend that a legal conventionof the people ol'the State should be called,
with full and ample powers to tnke into considerationour Federal relations, the aggressions which
have been committed upon the rights of die Southcrpfolates, the dangers which threaten our domesticinstitutions, and all kindred subjects ; and
jointly with other States, or separately, to adopt
such measures as may best comport with the dignityand safety of the State, and effectually correctthe evils complained of. A convention thus
assembled, and representing the sovereignty of
the State, would of course possesa plenary powers,uncontrolled by any instructions or restrictionswhich the Legislature might interpose.

It might therefore be sufficient fbr me, to recommendthe passage of proper laws to bring into existencespch i\ convention, leaving the mode and
pie&aure of redress entirely to their wisdom when
thus assembled. To this high power, representingthe majesty of the people, and constituted the
proper exponents oftheir deliberate will, all public
authorities and all good citizens would yieldcheerAtl and prompt obedience."

it «

" When I reflect upon the pertinacity with
which the assaults upon our rights have been for
years prosecuted, the evident increase of antislaverysentiments at the North, and the excitementthere pervading nearly all classes againstthe law to provide for the extradition of fugitivestaves, I have little bops left that these guarantees,indispensably nsrasaary to our safety, will

| be yielded by a majority, fluahed with recent Tic-

lories, end encouraged by apparent divisions
among ourselves. \ et, to leave no effort at conciliationuntried, and still ftirther to unitt with us
those of our own people, who still look for a returningsense of justice in the North, let the propositionsbe distinctly made to the people of the
non-slaveholdlng States, to remedy the wrong so
fhr as it maybe in the power of Congress to do so,
by obtaining front California concessions south of
36.30, or otherwise; and to consent to such
amendments of the Federal Constitution, as shall
hereafter amply secure the rights of the slavehold-!
ing States from misconstruction, and from further
aggression.

But, in the event of refusal, 1 do not hesitate to
express my decided opinion, that the only effectunlremedy to evils which must contiuue to grow
from year to year, is to be found in the promptand peaceable secession of the aggrieved Slates.
The probability of the ultimate necessity of a

resort'to this effective and unquestionable right of
sovereign States, should be kept in view, whatever
mMiurra mav )w nrlnnlnl bv this Sfalo ailliar

alone, or in concert with her sister Slates, to remedyexisting evils. In the meantime, and as early
as practicable, it is of the highest importance that
some common centre ofopinion and action should
be authoritatively established..This may be effectedby the conventions of the several assenting
States providing for the organization, and subsequentperiodical appointment or election ofa committeeof safety for each State to consist ofa numberequal to their Senators and Representatives in
Congress. These committees, whose duty it
should be, periodically to asssemble at some centralpoint for the transaction of business, should
be invested with adequate powers, absolute or contingent,to act for their respective States, upon all
questions connected with the preservation and
protection of their domestic institutions and their
equal rights as sovereign States. Such a body of
men, even if clothed with the authority of but
two or three States would command respect, and
secure quiet and peaceable resultu to their determinations.

1 have thus ventured to present some suggestions,for which 1 am alone responsible. They maybe modified or phatjged by the result of the Nashvilleconvention now in session, and the action of
the Georgia convention, which will shortly meet
for the purpose of taking the same important questioninto considerationUnderour system of government, happily the
right and privilege of determining these gruve and
momentous questions, involving the honor and
safety of the Slate, and the happiness and prosperityof all its citizens, whether rich or poor, slaveholderor non-slaveholder, belongs alone to the
people. To them the appeal must be made, and
their deliberate voice must oontrol and dire- t the
destiny of the State. 1 therefore respectfully recommendto the Legislature, to provide fur an expressionof the will of the people, by the call of a

convention at an early day. In this, there will be
safety. When the sovereign power shall have
spoken, all good citizens, whatever may be their
opinions, will acquiesce. All will vie with one

another in patriotic zeal to maintain the dignity
and authority of the State. Mississippi will then
he united, und harmonious counsels, and wise energeticaction, will secure her safety.
The very important nnd vital character of the

questions, which are forced upon our considerationhas led me to look solely to remedies, not

merely palliative, hut effectual nr.d permanent.There may be some temporary remedial measures,
within the power of the Legislature. If such can

he devised, it will give me great pleasure toco-opprulpWilli vim in llipir Hnntii'iilion."

Latter of Hon. Robert J. Walker.
The recent Union meetings at the North and

South, have elicited a vast amount of rigmarole,
twaddle, profession, and hypocrisy, from distinguishedmen. Wo have not soeu in all their
letters a better spirit, or more good sense than
in that of Mr. Walkku, to the Philadelphia
meeting. In an evil hour Mr. Walker gave
his sanction to the late Compromise measures

.measures which the genius of discord must
have inspired.and which if they arc to stand,
will be an insuperable barrier to the harmony,
the peace, the safety nnd durability of the Union.

New York, Nov. 21,1850.
Genti.eviek: Your letter of the 11th inst., has

been received, requesting nie, in behalf of the
"friends of the Constitution and the Union, withoutdistinction of party, of the city and county
of Philadelphia," to attend a public meeting to
be.held by them this evening in your city. Concurringwith you most fully in the noble purposeof this meeting, I deeply regret that it is
not in my power to attend. I thank you, gentlemen,for the kind nnd fnvornhle manner in which
you have been pleased to speak of my humble
efforts to uphold the Constitution and porpctuate
the. Union. Tho Constitution is the only basis
upon which the Union oan be maintained. It is
the constitution that makes the Union ; and to
overthrow the one is to destroy the other. It
there are any \yho believe that the Union can be
maintained when the fundamental principles nnd
sacred guarantees of the Constitution are overthrown,it is a dangerous and fatal orror. Among
the guarantees contained in that instrument.
and without which it Is woll known that it never
could have been framed.is that clause requiringthe surrender of fugitives from service. The
fulfillment of this clause, in letter and in spirit,
is demanded by every principle of honer and
good faith; and all who would seek to violate,
evade, or disregard its provisions are enemies of
the Constitution and the Union.
The purposo for which '.our meeting is convenedis tho most grave and momentous ever

submitted for the consideration of the American
people. It is, in effect, a question vvliethor we shall
continue to have a Constitution, a country and
a Union,or whether all shall he overthrown. I
deeply regret to say that all are in imminent peril
.that we ure, in fact, hurrying on to the hrink
of a precipice.and that, unless the friends of
the Constitution and of the Union, shall take
prompt and effective measures, the fatal words
may soon reach us.it is too i.ate !! Who is
prepared to say that a week, or a month, or a

year may not witness some one of tho States,
by a popular movement, nearly unanimous, withdrawing,or at leust attempting to withdraw, front
the Union? And what will he the remedy?
Will civil war preserve or restore the Union ?
Will that war be confined to a single State ?
Can a vanquished State, even if she can he vanquished,over again become a member of the
Federal Union? No, my countrymen; let us

learn, ere it be too late, that this never oan be a
Union of victor and of vanquished, of sovereign
and of subject Statos : hut that it must he a

Union of equals, which is the Union of the Constitution.It must be a cordial and fraternal
Union, founded on interest, and cemented hv af-
fection. Tliia was the Union founded by YVashingtonand Franklin, and tlio patriots and statesmenof the revolution ; and that is tho only
Union that can be preserved and perpetuated.
You might, perhaps, by superior force, drench

in blood the fields of a sister State ; you might,
perhaps, wrap her villages in flames; but you
could never afterwards restore such a Stato to
the Union established by the Constitution. No,
fellow citizens; when the star of a State is
extinguished in blood, it can never beam again
in the banner of the Union.for it will no longer
be an equal, a sovereign, or a sister State. Let
it not be supposed that, in making these sug1gestions, 1 advocate the doctrines of nullification
or secession. No ; I have ever opposed these
doctrines, belicv'ng them to be revolutionary in
their character, and leading to the overthrow of
the Constitution and of the Union. But we
should remember that it is revolution that has
changed or destroyed nearly every government
on earth ; and if a single Stato, by the nearly
unanimous voice of her people, even if unaided
by other States, should withdraw from the
Union, although the measure would be revolutionary,it would be none the less destructive of
the Government nnd of the country. If we
would desire to preserve the Government against
revolution, we must remove the causes which
tend to produce such a catastrophe. To accomplishthis, nothing is required but fidelity to
the Constitution, and the exercise of a just and
fraternal spirit towards every State and every
section of the Union.
Your meeting may bo attended with the most

beneficial results, (t is assembled at tlie eity
where the Declaration of American Independence
was subscribed, and where the Constitution was
framed and promulgated. Jt was through years

of toil and Buffering, and amid sacrifices the
moat profuse of blood and troaaure, Uiat thia
Union waa maintained by our forefathers; and
we are unworthv to be called their aona if we
will make no efforts, and submit to no sacrifices,
to preserve the priceless heritage. The eyes of
the American people are upon you. The mends
of the Union look to you for succor and encouragement.They look to Philadelphia now,'
as did those who have gone before us, when the
patriots and sages of the revolution were ossein-'
bled at your city in 1776 and 1787. Ureat was
the work which then was accomplished; and the
American people look now for a re-signing and
re-sealing of the Constitution in your oity..!
Proclaim it now, iti tonea which shall reach every
State, every city, and every county, that the Con-
stitu'ion and the Union can and shall be pre-1
served. Tell your brethren of the South that
Pennsylvania will stand firm as her everlasting
hills in maintaining all their rights under the
Constitution. Sav to the conntrvmnn of Wash-
ington and Jefferson, of Madison and Monroe,
of Henry and of Mason, of Marion and Sumter,
that your hearts are linked to theirs by every tie
of interest and affection, and that Pennsylvania
will roll back the tide of fanaticism which
threatens to deluge in blood our common country!

Fellow-citizens, I venture thus to address you
as one of your countrymen, invited to participatein your meeting. I speak to you as a nativeof Pennsylvania, whoso soil was defended
by a departed sire in the war of the revolution.
If I speak to you in words of solemn import, it
is because I know that the danger is great and
pressing. The eyes not only of our couutryinen,but of the world are upon you. Despots,and the satellites nnd mercenary emissaries of
despots, are looking on, in the vain hope that
the Union and the Constitution will be permittedto perish in the very city where both
were first promulgated. There aro others, also,
who will ponder upon your proceodiugs. It is the
friends of free government throughout the world
.it is the oppressed children of Ireland and
Hungary, of Gerinnny and Poland, and of every
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.that look to this Union as the lust hope and
asylum of freedom. Let them lenrn that this
Union is overthrown, and you will do more to
sustain their cruel oppressors than if you had
sent nil army to join the forces of the Russian
Czar or Austrian despot. Perhaps this very day
you hold in your hands not only the fate of
your own country, but the cause of free governmentthroughout the globe.

Mere paper resolutions, however just as patriotic,will avail but little now to save the country,
unless followed by acts by which those resolu
tions will be oarried promptly into full and t ompleteoperation. When our forefathers establishedthe Union, they were not satisfied with
paper declarations, but proceeded, amid everysacrifice of blood and treasure.by nets, promptand energetic.to carry those resolutions into
effect; and will no sacrifice be made by their
descendants to maintain uud perpetuate that gloriousUnion ! I<et that question be answered bythis meeting, and by acts corresponding with its
just and patriotic resolutions, and I believe that
Pennsylvania onn still preserve the Union. Let
her take her stand upon the Constitution, and
resolve that all its provisions and its guarantees
shall be carried into full and perfect operation ;
that justice ahull bo done to every State and
every section; that they regard the people of
the South as their countrymen; that they know
no difference, either in interest or affection, and
will permit none to be made, between the North,
the South, the Last, or the West; that all are
equnl, and tliut the rights, nnd feelings, and interestsof all shall he respected; that their fanaticalenemies shall be rebuked; that no resolutionshall be gotten up aguinst the South, and
least of all an African resolution : nnd faithful
history will record, among nil your other greatand glorious achievements, that Pennsylvaniahas saved the Union I
Very truly, your friend and fellow-citizen,

R. J. WALKER.
To Messrs. Josiah Randall, Isnnc Hnzlehurst.

John S. Riddle, John W. Forney, C. Ingersoll
and Robert M. I^ec.

J3P~ Wo insert to-day the able address ol
B. Bovkin, Esq., of Mobile, to the Southern
Rights Association of that city. Mr. Bovkin is
the writer of the capital letter recently publishedin the Union.a letter enough to antidote
a renin of Union editorials.

South Carolina.
We observe the following among the proceedingsof the Legislature:
In the Senate..Mr. Mazyck presented the

following resolutions which were referred to the
Committee on Federal Relations:

Whereas, we can 110 longer hope by the exampleof our forbearance or otherwise, to repairthe breaches which have been made in the
Federal Constitution, and to restore it to its ori-
giuui integrity, una wiicrefts wiu mirua veiling
aspect of our external relations admonishes us
that it is unwise and impolitic, to reject any
means fairly within our reach of strengthening
our military defences; therefore

Resolved, That the Governor be, and is herebyrequested, to appoint an agent to receive the
share of the proceeds of the public lands, which
were assigned to this State, under the Act of
Congress, of September, 1S41.

Resolved, That a message be sent to the
House of Representatives, requesting their concmrence in the foregoing preamble and resolutions:

In the House..Many resolutions were offered,and laid over under the rules, among
which were the following:
By Mr. Middleton, preamble and resolutioi s

that no United States Senator be elected by the
Legislature.

Sir. B. F. I'crry, to amend the 46th rule of
the House.

Mr. Leitner, a resolution allowing to delegateswho have attended the Nashville Conventionfrom this State, the pay and mileage of
members of Assembly.

Mr. J. B. l'erry, declaring that no United
States Senator be elected to fill the vacancy
now existing.that our present senator be instructedand our representatives requested, not
to resume their seats until authorized.

Mr. L. M. Keitt, preamble and resolutions on
the subject of our Federal relations, declaring
that a secession by the Southern States, was
the only course left them, consistent with safety
and honor, and re-aflirming and providing means
for carrying out the resolutions and recomImendations of the Nashville Convention.

J-$y" Jerky Lino gives her first concert in
this city on the evening of the 16th December,
in the National Theatre, which will bo completedon the 10th. Great anxiety is manifestedto see and hear the distinguished vocalist.She will, perhaps, have as brilliant concertshere ns in any other city in the Union. A
universal desire is expressed to hear her almost
without regard to the price of tickets.

The Cleveland l'lain Dealer nnnounces

the death of Hon. Amos M. Wood, member of

Congress from the Sixth District of Ohio. He
was elected last spring to fill the vacancy occasionedby the death of Hon. Mr. Dickinson.

The Postmaster General's forthcoming Report
it is said, will show that the number of letters,
which have passed through the various post offices
of the United States, during the year, have been
seventy millions which is an increase of fortysixmillions in five years. The revenue has also
increased, so as to leave the Department a surplusof about a million of dollars, after defraying
all expenses.

Finn the Js'tw York HtraU.
Important Central American Document.
Proclamation of (he President of the Slate of
San Saluulor, to the Salvador an ueople, to
the Stales if Central America, and to other
Nations.
The note* already published, displayed in full

the state of the question with Frederick Chatfield,British Consul, the unjust and humiliating
pretensions and exigencies of the consulate, and
the reason of this government in refusing to
submit itself to the degradation of undue satis-
faction.
The question which simply was upon a rule

of disputed reclamation, has now become a
question of honor and of independence for one
of the two branches of the government; for, as
it is evident, the English consul pretends to
nrrogute the faculty of uomiuating his agents in
San Salvador, rendering thein independent of
the jurisdiction of the State, and yet to make
them reoognized us English functionaries near
this same government, llis hostile intention,2~_. -n .L**
wjipicoono jui i>i j 10 twunuj, iciuoiii<^ ail nruiiers

for a peaceable arrangement, and interrupting,
with the greatest impoliteness, all cummunica-1tion with this government, has been clearly
manifested in sending buck, without any cause,
the sealed note sent to him by the Secretary of
State upon the (tending contestations.
At the first glance at the note of tho Consul

it is easy seen that the arrangement he proposes
is neither just nor reasonable, and conducts to
open hostilities, llis desire is to put the State
of San Salvador in tho position of yielding,
with the greatest degradation, to an outrageous
threat, in giving up its rights and its dignity, or
of obliging it to resist, so that he may find an
occasion to commence hostilities, nnd to cause,
without end, great evils nnd vexations, to the
satisfaction of an ancient resentment of a party.

It is easy to perceive the hand of the dominantband in Guatemala, in connection with the
British Consulate, and using tho influence nnd
sympathy of a political party always united with
tho Consul. The known hatred of this party,
and its abhorrence of old date, seeks now an

occasion for revenge, in giving a decisive blow
to the State of San Salvador, and to put thus
th<? first foot upon the absolute domination of
Central America. This aggressive combination
of a foreign power, united with the dominant
fuetion in Guatemala, are seeking a pretext,
however frivolous, in order to annihilate the
liberty of the country, and impose its exclusive
domination.

So great was the desire of putting into action
this agreement of a double att ck and aggressive
surprise against Sal v..do , that the least considerationwas not observed, or even palliated by
tile most common diplomatic forms, und the
breaking of the note was effected in such n displeasingmanner, without waiting for the indispensablerepulse of those humiliating conditions
which were brought to the government with ail

entirely hostile intention.
A tier the note of the Consul was received, it

was answered, and the letter given, as the first
one, to Setter Isidoros. But Senor Isidoras refusedto take it, saying tlint he did so by order
of Senor Chatfield, who wanted to be treated
as a Charge d'Affaires, and not merely as a Consul.The superscription was changed in the
ministry, by writing '*To tho Consul of II. B.
Majesty in Central America, and Charge d'Af-
fnircs near the government of Guatemala;" t>nt
as Scnor Isidoras said that lie had already sent

away the courier which brought the note, the
Minister despatched it by an extraordinary mail,
requesting the administrator of the mails of
Guatemala to put it in the hands of the Consul.
But the Consul gave it back, saying, "that the
reason why ho did not receive it was, because it
was not brought to him by Scnor Isidoras, EnglishVice Consul in this State."
From such frivolous pretexts ns the above, it

is easy to perceive an intention to act upon a capriciousand unwarranted line of conduct, and
the design to satisfy at once the vain pretensions
a subject of Salvador entertains of becoming an

employee of England. Such narrow views as

those are taken as a pride, in lieu of the importantobject of preserving friendly ' Rations betweenthe two nations, and to avoid a rupture,
always fatal to the interests of this country, and
to the honor of (Jreut Britain.which latter
country the Consul places in an attitude of re

venge and hostility against a weak and peaceful
government, seeking merely to satisfy his odium
in the ruin of a harmless people.

The government of Salvador has always
Elaced before the public the reasons which foridits yielding to the English Consul the right
lie assumes of forcing upon it one of its functionaries,and much less of snatching from its
power one of its subjects, and, by clothing him
with official dignity, place him in such a conditionthat lie may with impunity throw upon the
government of this country all the outrages
which he may wish. To persist in such pretensions,and to declare hostility on this account
against a just and peaceful government, merely
defending the rights and dignity of the country
over which it rules, amounts to declaring, in the
face of the world, that the one that takes such
steps, completely abandons the purt of justice,
ana shows the most profound disregard for the
opinions of civilized men. If there be n simple
onininn nmonrr them, if there be a simnlu voice

I . o , ,

among' public individuals thnt denies the sovereignityof an independent people, the right of
refusing to accept any foreign functionary whatever,let that one bo heard, and that one alone
will suffice to decide a dispute founded on so

extravagant a pretension.
Nor could the government consent to the

other stipulations contained in the agreement
made public in the Union, on the 12th of Novemberprevious; and the decree of the 13th of
April, of the same year, as well ns the note despatchedto his honor the Consul, express the
plausible and cogent reasons it had to refuse its
approbation.
States of Cf.ntuai. America!.People of

San Salvador !.You see the position of this
Government, the systematic aggressions of His
Honor the Consul, combined with the ever
hostile power of Guatemala, to wage an unjust
war, founded on vain pretences, against the
State which has now placed itself at the head of
the Central American Union, tint'object of their
odium and common aversions. Our cause and
our stand are founded upon the honor and the
rights of the various nations of America. You
see, then, the necessity of defending your terriItory, your existence, the liberty of yourselves'
and your children. These I wi 1 defend at the
cost of my life, in spite of the accustomed arroganceof His Honor the Consul. I have more

than once given proofs of a prudent and conciliatoryspirit, by biking all the steps I have thought
proper to the obtaining of an honorable, reasonable,and equitable arrangement; the only result,however, has been to bring upon Salvador
new outrages, new oppressions, and new aggressions.The time has come when we must show
to the world the situation in which we find ourselves; we are to learn if the efforts that have
been made by us, and by this great and heroic
people, are to prove vain and fruitless ; we are

to learn whether independence be a possible
truth, or an intangible illusion; if, in fine, the
consoling hope of seeing a common country rise
forward and glorious by the etforts of her children,has vanished before the blasting breath of
internal faction allied to foreign hate. Hut 1 feel
confident every Salvadorinn, who loves truly
Central America, must feel his heart throb with
indignation nt the si^ht of the outrages made
upon his country.

People of Central America! I have thought
it a part of my duty to make you aware of the
line of conduct followed by tho Consulate of
Great Britain, in its intercourse with us; this
conduct could not, consistently with our dignity,
be met with more freedom and reserve. I shall
be happy, if it meets with your prudence or ap!probation.

(Signed) Doroteo Vasconzelos.
San Salvador, Sept. 3, 1850.

An honest farmer thus writes to the chairman
of an Knglish agricultural rocietys."Gentlemen,please put me down on your list of cattle
for a bull."

lb I
New Yon*, Nov. 30, p. m. i

lf**at fir* i* New York.Episcopal Cor- i
verTIOW..The extensive diatilleiy of Messrs i
Lawrence, situated in Twcnty-aixth street, I
totally consumed by ftre last night. There I
were twenty thousand bushels of barley in the I
establishment at the time, all of which, together ,mIwith other valuable property belonging to the I
concern, were destroyed. The loss is estimated I
at fifty thousand dollars. I
The Episcopal Convention which was in ses- I

«ion here has adjourned, sing Jit, without being I
able to elect a Bishop. I
The Great Legacy.Tliere seams to be I

some ditticulty in determining who the fortunate I
individual is to whom Col. Daniels, the gentle- I
man recently deceased in England, bequeathed I
the handsome suin of $*3,000,000,/or kindness I
to him when sick at the Tontine,in New Haven. I
Two claiments have already appeared.one Sir I
Huntingdon Young, and the other a Dr. Uhl- " I
born. I
The Boston Atiis, in noticing Mr. Young's I

card, in which be claims to be the legatee, says I
tliat he occupied u the store below the Tontine, I
in new iiuvoii, ironi uie iiiuo it wou uumpic««u
in 1833, till 1841..Col. Daniels was in New
Haven between the years 1833 and 1837, nnd
was a frequent visitor at Mr. Youngs. Dr. Uhlhornwas in New Orleans during CoJ. Daniel's
visit, aud probably never knew or saw him.
Mr. Young took Dr. Uhlhorn into partnership
in 1839, and the partnership was dissolved in
1840. Mr. Young, we understand, well remembersCol. Daniels, and, though in some doubt
as to the probability of so large a bequest, has
none as to his being the identical person referred ^
to in the forgoing extract. Mr. Young was

formerly a member of the Boston Board of Bro- Q

kers."

Further News by the Europa.
ENGLAND.

Mr. D'Israeli has published a manifesto accusingthe whigs of countenancing in Ireland the policyon the part of Rome, which they now find it
convenient to denounce. In England, one of the
new Catholic Bishops, in a pastoral charge, goes
further than this, and states broadly thai tiie new
hierarchy was arranged with the express sanction
of the government; and Cardinal Wiseman, v.'ho
has arrived in London, is alio laid to have declaredthat the whole scheme was submitted to be
approved by the cabinet some time ago. The Xo
Popery cry never assumed, it is said, anv approachlo its present vehemence, though the excitementappears confined almost exclusively to
the middle classes.
The board of trade returns for the month of Octobershow a considerable increase in the mailer

of export, as compared wilh two previous years,
especially in cotton, linen, woolens and silks.

It is proposed to apply to Parliament at the ap£roach ing session, to introduce clauses into the
iverpool dock bill, with a view to the addition of

poor rates. Should the application be successful,
the American trade, which forms the great staple
of the port, would most materially sutfer.
The Lord Mayor's recent annual public dinner

was marked by unusual brilliancy. The Hon.
Abbot Lawrence was present and made a speech,
which is characterized by the papers as earnest,
eloquent, truthful and impassioned, and is said to
have been in fine taste throughout.

FRANCE.
The Legislative Assembly has re-assembled.

The President's speech is the absorbing topic. It
is highly approved of by the public and the papers
generally. The opinion seems to gain ground
that an army of observation will he stationed in
the departments near the northeastern frontier.
Thirty thousand men are spoken of for the Mor|selle alone, to be enabled to meet any emergency
that may arise. At the last council of Ministers
on the despatches from Germany, it was unaniImously decided that the ministers of France at
the Courtof Austria and Berlin should beinstructeilto announce that, although France wishes to
observe the strictest neutrality on disputes of
other States, she could not but regard a war be!tween Austria and Prussia as an European affair,
and the French ministers are desired to remonjstrate, with all the weight of their official position,
against the right of Austria nnd Prussia to open
the way to convulsion in Europe, for interests
which are either peraonal or too slight not to muke
it incumbent on them to offer mutual concession.
The proceedings in the Assembly were unimpuriIant. The minority are very well disposed to:wards the government, and the message has
greatly pacified the opposition.On Wednesday, in nis official document, Louis
\nnnlpnn bus committed himself to facts anil

principles, foreign to the alleged tendency of his
ambition. He considers it more politic to sustain
the revolution in its integrity than to make a

movement which, failing in its intent, would
throw power into the hands of the legitimists. He
professes his obedience to the law and the constitution.France, lie says, is now in an excellentcondition; the industry of the country is in
trade and manufactories, and its contentedness
implied in the absence of any significant agitation.
The President dwells on the condition of the fiinances, the state of the army and navy, and the
nature of foreign relations, ana henceinfers that the
time has arrived for the consideration of the priniciples of free trade.
While England is alarmed at the introduction

of one Cardinal, France rejoices at the elevatibn of
three Frenchmen to that honor. For himself,
Louis Napoleon disclaims personal ambition, ami
invites the Assembly to aid him 111 consolidating
the constitution..Tne message is a very satisfactoryone. The President promises to conform to
the will of the people.
There were about 600 members present at thn

opening of the Assembly. Dupin was elected
President of the Chambers by a considerable majority.
Census in the United States..In 1790 the

Union consisted of seventeen States, with a populationof 4,029,827, and 451,424 square miles of
land, or 9 persons to a square mile.

In 1800 there were twenty States, with a populationof 5,305,040, and an area of 572,024 square
miles, or 8 persons to a square mile.

In 1810 there were twenty-four States, with a

population of 7,239,414, and an area of 782,544
square miles, or 9 persons to a square mile.

In 1820 there were twenty-seven States, with a

population of 3,738,191, anil an area of 849,314
square miles, or 10 person to a square mile.

In 1H30 there were twenty-seven States, with a

population of 12,806,020, with an aree. of 849,314
square miles, or 13 persons to a square mile,

In 1840 there were twenty-nine States, with a

population of 17,068,666,with an area of 1,107,344
square miles, or 14 persons to the square mile.
We have now 31 States, containing a population

(by estimate) of 21,(186,000, and an area of
1,913,12ii square miles, or 12 persons to the square >

mile.

Smithsonian Lectures.

03" The Lectures for this Session, will begin
with the continuation of Professor H. D. Rogers'
course on Geology, on Wednesday, 4th instant,
at 7J o'clock, p. m.
A plank walk has been constructed from the

west end of the Smithsonian building to the brick
pavement on 12th street. Persons approaching
from this direction, can enter the building through
the northeast tower. dec 2.d3t

General Banking <fe Exchange Business.
CO-PARTNERSHIP.

THE undersigned respectfully announce to the
public that they have entered into oo-partneiship(or the transaction ofa general Exchange and

Banking business in the city of Washington, underthe firm of SELDEN, W1THER8, & CO.
All business entrusted to them will be attended

to with promptness and fidelity.
WILLIAM SELDEN,

Late Treasurer ofthe U. S.

JOHN WITHERS,
Of Alexandria, Hrgima.

R.W.LATHAM,
Of the CitV of fTaehington.

L. B. BAVAB,
Of Baltimore, Maryland.

Nov. 25.lwk
A CARD.

nilHF PUBLIC are respectftilly informed that

M. Mrs JJMES DURHAM has taken the

house in Grten't Ro\r, Capitol Hill, formerly occupiedMrs- SprigST". which she has fitted up in %

comfortable and sumptuous manner, for strangers
nnd members and their families during the ensuing
session of Congress.
Mrs. D. flatters herself that all the conveniences

and luxuries of a home, have been secured for the
benefit of those who may favor her with their patronage; and neither pains nor expense have deterredher from exerting herselfsolely for the comfortof her boarders.
Before applying elsewhere, please give hep

I i


